COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS

TOWN OF SWANSEA SPECIAL TOWN MEETING

GREETINGS:

To either of the Constables of the Town of Swansea,

In the name of the Commonwealth you are hereby required to notify and wam the inhabitants of
said Town who are qualified to vote in elections and Town affairs to mect at the JOSEPH CASE
HIGH SCHOOL, 70 SCHOO!L STREET, Swansea, Massachusctts, on MONDAY, the
TWENTY-FOURTH (24™) day of OCTORBER, 2022 at SEVEN-0O’CLOCK P.M., then
and there to act on the following articles in the warrant:

Article 1:

Article 2:

Article 3

Article 4;

Atrticle 5:

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available
funds a sum of moncy not to exceed $85.00 to pay an old bill of the Park
Commission for payment to the minutes clerk for one meeting, or take any other
action relative thereto,

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available
funds a sumw of money not to exceed $9,050.00 to tund a full-time clerical position
in the Planning Department, or take any other action relative thereto.

Tao see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available
funds a sum of money to farther fund the Bristol County Agricultural High
School asscssment as follows:

Expenses Account 01-390-52-5631 $37,818.00

Deti Expense Account 01-390-56-3631 $70,212.48

or take any other action relative thereto.

To see if the Town will vote 1o raise and appropriate or transfer from available
funds a sum of money not to exceed $150,000 for the purpose of funding the
Length of Service Awards Program for the Fircfighters of Swansea, or take any
other action relative thereto.

To see if the Town will votc to expand the purpose for which the Swansea
Historical Society may expend the Community Preservation Fund Undesignated
Reserves monies previously authorized for the restoration of the interior and
exterior walls of the Luther Museum by the approval of Article 18 of the Spring
2022 Annual Town Meeting held on May 16, 2022 {Account No 28-170-59-
51193}, by allowing said monies additionally 1o be expended for rehabilitation of
wood-destroying insect damage and prevention of any such damage in the future,
including for all ancillary activities and improvements that are necessary to
support the same, or take any other action relative thersto.



Article 6:

Article 7

Arlicle B

Article 9:

Article 10:

Artiele 11:

To see 17 the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available
[unds a2 sum of money not to exceed $52.000 to purchasc and cquip a utility
vehicle for the Animal Coatrol Officer, or take any other action relative thereto.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropnalte or transfer from available
funds a sum of moncy nol o exceed $200.000 for the purposes of hiring an
Owners Project Manager and a designer {or renovating an existing buiiding or
designing a new municipal complex building that will combine offices in the
Town Hall, Town Hall Annex and Council on Aging facilitics, or take any other
achion relalive thereto.

To see if the Town will vote to raisc and appropriale or transier Irom avatlable
funds a sum of moncy not to cxeecd $10,000 (or the purposes of purchasing and
installing a backup vidco server [or the Police Department, or take any other
action relative thereto.

To see 11 the Town will vole to rmise and appropriate or transfor from available
funds a sum of money not to exceed $300,000 for the purposcs of purchasing and
equipping radios for the Police and I'ire Departments, or Llake any other action
relative thereto.

T'o see if the Town will vole 1o raise and appropriate or transfer from available
funds a sum ot money nol 1o exceed $300,000 for the purposes of installing and
constructing ol various salely and security measures at cach of the schools, or
take any other action relative thereio.

Tw see 1l the Town will vote to amend the General Bylaws by adopling a new
Chapter 194, Nuisance Houscs, as follows:

Chapter 134 Nuisance Houses

§ 194-1 Definitions.

A, As used in this article of the General 13y-1aws, the terms below shall have the following
definitions:

ALCOHOL
kthyl aleohal, hydrated oxide of ethyl, or spirils ol wine, from whatever source or by
whatever process produced.

ATCOHONIC BEVHERAGL
Liquid, including mall beverage, inlended for human consumption as a boverage that conlains
0.5% or more of Alcohol by volume at 60 degrees Iahrenheil.

GATHERING
A parly, crowd, or event, where a group of persons assemble [or a social occasion of activily,

PERLMISES
A tesidence or other private property, place, or location, including any commercial ot
business property.



FROPERTY OWNER
The legal owner of record as listed in the tax assessors™ recards, or, if koown, the owner of
record identified in the Registry of Decds.

PUEBLIC NUISANCE

A gathering of persons on any Premises in a manner which conslilutes a violation of law or
creates a substantial disturbance of the guict enjoyment ol private or public property in a
sipmificant segment ol a neighborhood. 1inlawtul conduct includes excessive noise, eacossive
pedestrian and vehicular tratfic, obstruction of public strects by crowds or vehicles, illegal
parking, public vrination, the scrvice ol Aleohol 1o Underage Persons, fights, disturbances of
the peace, and litlering,

RESPONSE COSTS

The costy associated wilh responses by law enforcement, fire, and other cmerponcy respons:s
providers to a Gathering as set forth in a schedule of costs ¢stablished by the Town
Adminjstrator,

[TNDERAGE I*ERSON
Any person under 21 years ol ape.

B. Any terms that have not been defined specitically herein shall have their nommal English
meanings unkess the context indicates othorwise,

§ 194-2 Consumption of Alcohol by Underage Persons Prohibited in Public Place, Place
Open to Pullic, or Place Not Open to Public.

Lxeept as pormitied by the law of Lhe Commonwealth, it shall be unlawtul for an Underage
Porson Lo:

A, consume an Aleoholic Beverage al 4 public pluce or 4 place open to the public, or

B. comsume an Aleoholic Heverage at a place not open to the public, unless supervised by a
parent or |legal guardian.

§ 194-3 Hosting, Permitting, or Allowing a Public Nuisance or Party, Gathering, or
Fvent Where Underage Persons Consuming Alcoholic Beverages Prohihbited.

A, Tt shall be the duty of a person having conteol of any Premiscs who knowingly hosts,
permits, or allows a Gathering to take all reasonable sleps w prevent the consumption of
Aleoholic Beveruges by an Underage Person. Reasonable steps include conirolling access to
Alcohelic Beverages, contrelling the quantity of Alcoholic Beveruges, verifying the age of
persons attending the Gathering by inspecting driver’s licenses or other government-issucd
ideniilication cards lo ensure that Underage Persons do not consume Alcoholic Beverages,
and supervising the activities of Underage Persons.

B. A Gathering constituting a Public Nuisance may be abated by all reasonable mcans
including an order by the polics requiring the Gathering 10 be disbanded and by citation or
arrest under any applicable provision of local or Commuonwealth law.

C. It is unlawful for a person having control of any Prenses o knowingly host, permit, or
allow a Gathering to take place al the Premises where at least one [Inderage Person consumes
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an alcoholic beverage, provided that the person having control ol the Premises either knows
or should have known that an Underage Person has consumed an alcoholic beverage, but has
failed to take all reasonable steps to prevent the consumption of an alcoholic beverage by the
Underage Person,

D. This section shall nol apply to conduct invalving the use of Alcoholic Beverages that
occurs exclusively between an Underage Person and a parent or legal puardian as set lorth in
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 138, Scction 34.

E. This secticn shall not apply to any Massachusetts Aleoholic Beverages Control
Commission licensee at any Premises regulated by the Massachusetts Alcoholic Beverage
Control Commrission.

& 194-4 Mailing of Notice to Property Owner.

Notice of response by police or other local officials to a Gathering shall be maiied by the
Police Department t¢ any Property Owner and — as applicable — the rental housing manager
or management organization, advising them that the third response on the same Premises
within a one-year period, 28 measured from the date of the {irst notice, will result in liability
ol the owner ar rental housing manager or management organization for all penalties
azsociated with the response as more particularly described below.

§ 194-3 Persons Liable for a First and Second Response to a Gathering Constituting a
Public Nuisance.

If the police department is required to respond to a Gathering constituting a Public Nuisance
on the Premises, the following persons shall be jointly and severally liable for penalties as set
forth in thig bylaw. Response Costs shall also be assessed.

A. The person or persons residing at, or otherwise in control of, the property where the
(iathering took place.

B. The person or persons who organized or sponsored the Gathering.
C. Persons attending the Gathering who engage in activity resulting in & Public Nuisance.

§ 194-6 Persons Liable for a Third and Subsequent Response to a Gathering
Constitating a Public Nuisance.

If the police department is required to respond to a Gathering constituting a Public Nuisance
on the Premises more than iwice in any one-year period, as measured from the date of the
[irst response, the following persons shall be jointly and severally liable for penalties as set
forth in this by law. Response Costs shall also be assessed.

A. Any person who owns or manages the property where the Gathering constituting the
Public Nuisance took place, provided that notice of the first and second responses has been
mailed te the owner or manager of the property as set forth herein and the Gathering occurs
al least 14 days after the mailing the second notice. The owner of the property shali not be
held responsible for a viclation and penalties if the owner is actively trying to evict a tenant
from the property. The one-year time period for violations for a property shall pertain to only
thase residents occupying the property who have had the prior violation(s). New residents
shall start a new one-year time cycle should the new residents violate the bylaw.



B. Any persons residing on or otherwise in conirol of ihe property where the Ciathering took
place.

C. Any persons who orpanized or sponsorcd the Gathering.

D. Any persons attending the Gathering who engaged in any activity resulling i the Public
Muisance.

§ 194-6 Enforcement

A. 'T'he lown shall additionally seck adminisiralive cosis and Response Costs associated with
enforcement of Sections 194-2 and 194-3, through all remedies or procedures provided by the
law of the Commonwealth or local law,

B. The provisions of this Chapier 194 shall not limit the authority of police officers to make
atresls for any criminal offense arising out of conduct regulated by said Chapler, nor shall
Lhose sections limit the Town’s or the Commonwealth’s authorily W initiate and prosecute a
criminal offense arising oul of ihe same circumstances necessitating the application of said
Chapler.

(.. This Bylaw shall he enforced by the Chief of Police, the 1lealth Director, the Building
Commissioner and their authorized designees. lior all purposes other than the granting of
permits under this By-law, designees of the Chicf of Police shall include any Swansea Police
Officer.

D. A fine of $300 shall be imposed for cach violation of the provisions of this Chapter, which
fine shall be enforced through the noneriminal method of disposition as provided by
Massachuscits General Laws, Chapter 40, Section 211, Lach incident and cach day ol a
continuing violation shall be considercd a separale violation.

(r take any olher aclion relative thereto.

Article 12:  To sec if the Town will vote 1o amend Chapter 7 of the General Bylaws by adding
a new Article X1, Sewer Commission, as follows:

ARTICLE XI Sewer Commission

§7-35 Establishment; membership and terms.

There is hereby established in the Town of Swansea a Sewer Commission, which shall be
an ¢lected body consisting of three members. The imitial members thereof shall be cleeted
as follows: the member who receives the third highest vote total shall scrve for one year,
the member who receives the second highest vote total shall serve for two years and the
member who receives (he highest vote total shall serve for three years, Thereufier,
members of the Sewer Cominission shall be clected to terms ol three years each, with the
{ferm of one member expiring in each year. The members of the Commission shall, after
each election, elect one of their members to act as chairperson of the Comimission for the
ensuing year. No member of the Commission shall hold any other elected Town Office.



& 7-36 Powers and Duties,

The Sewer Commission shall bave the power and duty to design, construct, mainiain,
operate, repair and improve public sewer infrastructure; to implement and oversee the
sewer connection permitting process, the use of the public sewer infrastructure by the
public, and the billing and payment process for such usage; and to undertake inspections
and compliance oversight to prevent misuse of the public sewer infrastructure; and shall
have such other powers and duties that are provided by law for sewer commissions and
sewer comntizsioners, including, withoul limitation, under Massachusetts General Laws,
Chapter 41, Scetion 65, and Chapler 83,

& 7-37 Plans and Records.

In accordance with Massachusetts (General Laws, Chapter 83, Section 2, it is hereby
deterrined that all plans and records relating to drains and sewers, and the associated
charges and assessments therefor, shall be held in the office of' the Sewer Commission.

§7-38 Regnlations.

The Sewer Commission may make such regulations as it decms to be prudent for
effectuating, enforcing and implementing its powers and duties as provided in {his Article
X1, and for such other purposes as are provided by statute, including without limitation,
Massachuseits Genersl Laws, Chapter 83, Section I,

§ 7-39 Monopoly of Authority.

Any sewer line or drain that is laid within any public or private way that is open for public
travel, or that is intended for public travel upon completion of said way, shall be a common
sewer. No such common sewer may be connected to the existing public sewer
infrastructure of the Town without the authorization of the Sewer Cormission.

§ 7-40 Enforcement.

Each violation of either this Article X1 or the regulations of the Sewer Commission shall
be punishable by a fine of $300. All such fines shall be subject to the noncriminal
disposition method, and shall be enlorceable by the Sewer Commission, its agents and any
police officer. Each day ol a continuing violation shall be a separate offense, Nothing
herein shall preclude the Sewer Commission from secking judicial relief, pursuant to
Massachusells General Laws, Chapter 83. Nothing herein shall preclude the Sewer
Commission fromn including in its regulations the maximum civil penalties as provided in
Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 83, Section 10, or from thereafter secking to impose
such civil penalties as part of any such judiciat relief.

{Or take any other action relative thereln,
Article 13; To see if the Town will vote to delete the entirety of Article VI (§§7-22 through
7-24) of Chapter 7 of the General Bylaws;

And further, to delete the language of § 7-25 of the General Bylaws, excepling
only the title, and replace il with the following:



Article 14:

Article 15:

The Park Commissicn shall be responsible for the following;

A. To acquire land for, supervise, maintain, regulate, lay oul and improve
public parks in the Town, and with all of the powers and duties as
provided under Massachusetts General Laws, Chapter 45, Sectiong 1-
g

B. To acquire, lease and maintain land and buildings for public
playgrounds and recreation centers, and to conduct and promote
recreation, play, sports and physical education in the Town, and with
all of the powers and dutics as provided under Massachusetts General
Laws, Chapter 45, Section 14.

And turtber, to delete the language of § 7-26 of the General Bylaws, excepting
only the title, and replace it with the following:

The commission shall eonsist ol five members each of whom shall be
elected for the term of {ive years. The term of one member shall expire in
cach year. The elimination of the Recreation Commission and the trangler
of its powers and duties to the Park Comrmission in accordance with
Massachusetis General Laws, Chapter 45, Section 14, shall not alter the
then-existing membership of the Park Commission, which members shall
retain their existing terms.

Or take any other action relative therelo,

To see if the Town will vole to have its elected Treasurer/Collector position
become an appoinied Treasurer/Collector; and if such vote passes by a simple
majority, tor the Board of Selectmen to place on the Anmial Town Election ballot
a question to see if the residents of the Town of 8wansea will vote to have its
elected Treasurer/Collector become an appointed Treasurer/Collector in
accordance with Massachusctts General Laws Chapter 41, Section 1B, or take any
other action relative thereto.

To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, transfer from available
funds or berrow a sum of money not to exceed $19,000,000 for the purpose of
funding the library expansion and renovation project as previously approved by
the adoption of Article 21 of the Spring 2017 Annual Town Mecting, held on May
15,2017,

And further, to clarify that the spending of said sum oI'money shall not be
contingent upon the Board of Selectmen and/or the Library Building Committec
and/or the Trustees of the Swansea Library first applying for, accepting or
expending a particular minimum threshold monetary value of state grants or other
state funds, so long as any monetary value of state grants or other state funds
alrcady has been received as previously authorized by the adoption ol Article 20
of the Spring 2017 Annusl Town Meeting, held on May 15, 2017,

Or take any other action rclative thereto,



CITIZENS PETITIOMN:
Article 16: To see if the town will vote to

Amend the Zoning Bylaws io esiablish 1 Marijuana Establishment Overlay District
permitting for a principal use of “Adult-Use Marijuana Business” defined to include all
“Marijuana Eslablishments™ as that term is defined by 935 CMR 500, Further, to amend
the Zoning Map te define said Overlay District to be comprised of those portions of the
Business B District and the Manufacturing District consisting of Lots 23 and 24C of
current Assessor’s Map 74, as printed in the article below.




And vou are hereby directed to serve this warrant by posting attested copics thercof fourtcen (14)
days at least before the day of said mceting as prescribed by law.

Hereol {ail nol and make retum ol this warrant with your doings thereon to the Town within
twenly-lour hours alier making service thereof.

Given under our hands this ~ 27®  day of Scptember, 2022,

HPTT

Steven H. Kitchin, Chairman

g/ i

pher R. c&é’mw

"Robert C Medeiros, Clerk\,

A truc copy, Attest:
Constable of Swansea
I hereby certily that I have posted the above warrant in accordance with the

Massachuselts GGeneral Laws and the By-laws of the Town of Swansea in the lollowing six
places:

Town Hall Volicc Station
COA/Community Center St Dominic’s Credit Union
Water District Fire Station No. 2

Uniied Sates Post Office Harvest Tap and Table

{Constable} {(Date)



